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In his Nov. 1 state address, President Carlos Salinas de Gortari announced a plan to require
that all citizens receive a secondary education. Salinas said he would bring the proposal to the
Chamber of Deputies. At present, education is compulsory only through the sixth grade. Funding
for education has increased to 5% of GDP in 1992 from 3.6% in 1989, and Salinas promised funding
would continue to grow in real terms during the last two years of his six-year term. Next, Salinas
pledged he would support electoral reforms demanded by opposition parties, provided there is
consensus. The proposals include disclosure of the origin of campaign contributions, a limit on
political campaign spending and fair access to communications media. On the economy, Salinas
said his administration would continue efforts to bring consumer price inflation below 10%, create
500,000 new jobs and increase housing. He attributed the small 2.5% GDP growth in 1992 to a weak
world economy. Salinas also expressed a commitment to fund scientific education and research,
which he said was prerequisite for Mexico to compete in the global economy. Government spending
on science and technology was expected to surpass US$1.21 billion this year, an 58.5% from 1988.
Reaction to Salinas' speech was favorable in the business community, especially regarding the
political reforms. Fernando Villarreal Palomo, president of the Manufacturing Industry Chamber
(Camara de la Industria de Transformacion-CAINTRA) said Mexico, as a relatively poor country,
would best serve its interest by not pouring money into political campaigns. For his part, Jesus
Cevallos Gomez, president of the Confederation of Industrial Chambers (Confederacion de
Camaras Industriales-CONCAMIN), said the industrial sector was ready to support the president's
efforts to boost housing and employment. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, Notimex, Spanish news
agency EFE, 11/01/92; Associated Press, 11/02/92)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

